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| Whoſe Approbation and Deſire have 


Particularly encouraged this Publication, 


11 In Teſtimony of great Reſpect 


Iuo0o a much eſteemed Character; 
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And of warm Attachment to a beloved Friend, 


1 | This ESSAY 


2 Stand ic nit 


Is inſcribed, 


By his truly affectionate, 


And obliged humble Servant, 


5 | | The AUTHOR, 
| Tauntin, April 26, 17 86, 
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SHORT ESSAY, &c. 


VERY age appears to have been 
marked with its peculiar and charac- 
teriſtic ſentiments. Among other notions, | 
that are more appropriate to preſent times, 
is a new idea concerning Baptiſm, which is 
gradually making its way among liberal- 
minded perſons. The notion to which we 
refer, is, that this inſtitution doth not ex- 
tend to the deſcendants of profeſſing Chriſ- 
tians; being neither ſuitable to their cir- 
cumſtances, nor intended to bind them. 


28 as 46g 2 3s . "SM *% Reb * 


ls A Short Eſay 
In examining the truth of this opinion, 


the obſervations of a very ingenious and able 
4 writer on the perpetuity of the Lord's Supper, 


may be adopted and applied to this queſtion. 
He juſtly argues, that our Lord ſupported, 
* not a private character only, but chiefly a 
public one; that he was ſent of God to 
„ promulgate a divine diſpenſation of reli- 
« gion to mankind ; to deliver doctrines of 


«© univerſal concern, to enjoin laws of uni- 
« verſal obligation, and ſupport them with 


* ſanctions in which all men are intereſted. 


*« Accordingly, all the declarations and pre- 
* cepts of Jefus Chriſt, though directly ad- 


« dreſſed by him only to the immediate diſ- 
* ciples, or the audiences which happened 
to attend him, are reatonably conſidered 
« by all Chriſtians, as commanding the re- 
e gard and obedience of all his followers, in 


* all ages, except only thoſe which himſelf 
% expreſsly limited, or which the nature of 


* things, the peculiar circumſtances of per- 
* ſons, or thoſe of time, oblige us to un- 
*-derſtand as temporary, or of peculiar 
obligation *.“ 


Keeping 
* Theological Repoſitory, vol. ii. p. 255, 2 * 


en Bail. 8 3 
"Hibs in fight this view of Chriſt's 


character, it may properly be aſked, is Hes 
the Maſter and Lord of converts only, 
brought over from another religion? Is He 


not the Maſter of all who embrace his goſpel, 


in whatever manner they come by a con- 
viction of its truth ? Whether it ariſe from, 
or ſet aſide, the principles received in edu- 


dation? Do not his laws bind thoſe who 
gradually grow up in the belief of Chriſti- 


anity, as well as thoſe who come over to it 


from another profeſſian ? Yes, certainly. 


The only queſtion that offers here, is, 
whether there be any thing in the nature of 


any particular command, or any © circum- 


* ſtance in the injunction that renders it pe- 


e culiarly proper, or any ways limits it to 
© the perſons and times then preſent, or 
* which immediately ſucceeded ?” 


| This then is the queſtion to be diſcuſſed . 
with reſpect to Baptiſiu. It is very 
*© true, that Chriſt did not expreſsly fay, 


my intention is, that not you only, but 


all who ſhall hereafter believe in me and 


4 *« profeſs 


4 1 Short Eſay 
cc profeſs my goſpel,. ſhall, in all fucceeduig + 


* ages, and in all places, obſerve this in- 


« ſtitution ; neither was ſuch a clauſe at all 


« neceſſary, becauſe the univerſal obligation 
« js included in that public character of 
* teacher and lawgiver to mankind, with 
* which he was inveſted by God the Father, 
<* and which he demonſtrated to the world,; 
* and there are many others of his precepts, 
“which, though they have no ſuch clauſe 


« annexed, yet we all receive and own their 


obligation upon ourſelves upon this ac- 
“ count;” without thinking. to plead an 
exemption from- them, becauſe we are not 
converts from another religion as were thoſe 


to whom, in the jr inſtance, they were 
given. 


The queſtion, therefore, returns: Is there 
any thing in the rite of Baptiſm, in its 
meaning and deſign, that indicates its being 
founded on partial conſiderations? Or its 
being limited to one claſs of believers? 


E 


To adopt the reaſoning of the writer before 


| quoted : © ſuppoſe it will be allowed as a 
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« very juſt maxim, that a declaration of the 
< reaſon and purpoſe of any law, ought to 


1 4 determine our opinion of the legiſlator's 


intention with reſpect to the extent of its 


= obligation, as well as to be a rule whereby 


eto interpret its ſenſe, and regulate the ſub- 
c jects' obedience. If the declared reaſon 
and end of a law be particular, i. e. ſuit- 


* able only to the caſes of a few perſons, (it 


* may be added of one claſs or rank of per- 
« ſons) it is reaſonable to conclude, that 
* the legiſlator intended thoſe only to be 
bound by it, whoſe caſes it ſuits ; but, if 
« the reaſon and end of it be univerſal, i. e. 
* equally proper and applicable to all per- 
* ſons, then, certainly, we muſt conclude, 
that He meant all ſhould obſerve it, fo far 
« as his authority extends. It is according 
* to this principle, that the ſtatute laws of 
*© our own country are interpreted and ap- 


60 plied*.“ 


The general deſign of being baptiſed into 


the name of another, is, to declare the 


taking of chat perſon for a maſter. This is 


5 plain 
* Theological Repoſitory, v. ii. p. 260, 261, 


& A Short Eſoy 

plain from the queſtion pat to the Corin- 
thians, r Ep, i. 13: © Were ye baptiſed 
© into the name of Paul?” i. e. did you by 
this act enliſt yourſelves under him as your 
maſter ? Hence it appears, that to be bap- 
tiſed into the name of Jeſus, or into the bap- 
tiſm of John, and to be the diſciples of John, 
or of Chriſt, are ſynonymous phraſes, 


| Baptiſm into the name of Chriſt was there- 
fore meant to ſignify faith in Chriſt ; to ex- 
Preſs an acceptance of him as the promiſed 
Meſſiah, and the Saviour of the World. Is 
this any way peculiar to the caſe of converts? 
Is it only the duty of converts from another 


religion to confeſs Chriſt before men? Is it 
not the duty of their offspring alſo? By 
whatever means, or whatever period of life, 


faith in his character is produced, is not the 
acknowledgement of it a perſonal duty ? 
Doth not this primary idea of Baptiſm com- 
prehend every deſcription of people what- 
ever? What idea can he more general or 
comprehenſive ! ? It applies to no peculiar 
cicumſtances. 


It 


j | on Baptiſm. 7 
It is, accordingly, remarkable, that it 
was adminiſtered under a great variety of cir- 
cumſtances. Not only Pagans, who were 
turned from dumb idols, but Jeu, who 
had been the worſhippers of the true God, 
by the ſame act declared their faith in Chriſt. 
| Cornelius, whoſe prayers and alms came up 
i as a memorial before God, and Paul, the 
perſecutor, who had breathed out threaten- 
| ings and ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of 
| Chriſt, were baptiſed. Generally the Holy 
Spirit was communicated to ſuch as had 
been previouſly baptiſed ; but ſometimes they 
were baptiſed who had already received the 


3 Holy Spirit: ſee Acts x. Apollos was not 
: ' baptiſed till he had been a preacher of 
1 Chriſtianity k. The diſciples at Epheſus, 


1 after having been baptiſed into John's Bap- 
7 tiſm, were baptiſed into the name of Jefus. 
Devout Gentiles, and idolatrous Gentiles, 
the inhabitants of judea and Samaria, the 
pious Eunuch, and the Corinthians, who 
had been guilty of all crimes, Criſpus, the. 
ruler of the ſynagogue, and the ſinners of 

B 4 Ieruſalem, 


* Sce Doddridge's Family Expoſitor, vol, iii. on 
Acts viü. 5, note (0. 


+ 


8 if. Short Effay 
Jeruſalem, who, by wicked hands, had 
crucified and ſlain Chriſt - by one and the 


ſame act made a _—_— of faith in 
Chriſt, 


| ne d- 
miniſtration of this rite prove, but that it 
was properly applicable to any caſe in which 
its general deſign, as a mark of believing in 
Chriſt, was anſwered. The different de- 


grees of light and inſtruction, which thoſe 


who ſubmitted to it, had received; the dif- 
ferent moral characters they had ſupported ; 
the different religious profeſſions under which 


they had appeared make no difference here, 


form no bar, and furniſh no exemption. 


Even the diſciples of John, who had already 


been baptiſed with the Baptiſm of re- 
pentance, for the remiſſion of fins: even 


ſuch as had been, in ſome meaſure, initiated 
into the opening kingdom of truth and 


grace, either by being the diſciples of John, 


or by receiving the gifts of the Spirit, were 


baptiſed into the name of the Lord Jeſus. 


In this reſpect, there was one ſtrong line of 
ſimilitude; that [they all took upon them- 


ſelves 


— 
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on Baptifm. 9 
ſelves the profeſſion of Chriſtianity, by the 
medium of Baptiſm. 1 


Ariſeth there not from hence a plain 
proof, that the inſtitution was not meant to 


apply only to the caſe of heathens? Nor did 


ſo affect the condition of the Jewiſh converts 
as to bind them to renounce Judaiſm; for 


they were permitted, and did continue, to 


obſerve the law of Moles, 


Theſe diverſied caſes eſtabliſh one clear, 


_ preciſe, and general idea of the ordinance ; 


viz, its being a perſonal and ſolemn decla- 


ration of believing in Chriſt, without regard 


to any former religious proteiiion, or to the 
time and manner of becoming a believer. 
This is an idea of its defign, which ſhews 
that it is as properly and juſtly uſed by the 
deſcendants of converts from any other re- 
ligion, as by thoſe converts themſelves. 


Nay, it may be faid, that there is a greater 


propriety and force in it in the former than 
in the latter cafe. The very going over from 


a long accuſtomed religion to Chriſtianity, 
is an open and explicit avowal of faith in 
| Chriſt, 


- 
— — — — 
— 


10 A. Short Eſſay | 


Chriſt, in the latter inſtance, without bor- 


rowing the aide of expreſſion and ſignifi- 
cation from any ceremonial rite. .But, in 


the former inſtance, it is not ſo evident that 


the fame faith dwells in the child that dwelt 


in the parent, till by a perſonal and explicit 


act, he ſhows that the profeſſion of Chriſti- 


anity is voluntary, and not merely to be 


preſumed in conſequence of education ; the 


reſult of conviction and judgement, and not 
mere cuſtom ; his own deed, and not only | 


involved in that of his parents. 


It is a ſoleciſm ; it is contrary to the ana- 


logies of former diſpenſations, and of human 


manners, that Chriſtianity ſhould be deſti- 
tute of a rite to commence, while it is ſup- 
plied with one to preſerve and perpetuate, 
the profeſſion of faith in its author. The 
Lord's Supper is allowed to anſwer the lat- 
ter; Baptiſm is adapted to the former, 


„e 


But it is urged, that in no part of the 
New Teſtament do we meet with any ex- 
amples of the Baptiſm of children, born of 

| | Chriſtian, 


on Baptiſm. © | It 
Chriſtian, or believing parents. This ar- 
gument is ſuppoſed to derive ſtrength from 
conſidering the period of time, which the 
hiſtory of the Acts wann a 3 of 
thirty years. | 


Much weight would this argument carry 
along with it, did that hiſtory, in any other 
| inſtances, give us a detail of the progreſs of 
Chriſtianity after its firſt reception in any 
place, or by any perſon. It is not the hi- 
ſtory of the continuance of the goſpel, but 
of its planting. It relates nothing of what 
was done by the children of thoſe whoſe 
converſion to the goſpel it records. From 
any thing it fays of rhem, we ſhould not 
know but that the Chriſtian faith died with 
ſuch as firſt embraced it. The Acts doth 
not particularly inform us that their poſterity 
took it up and perpetuated it: it ſays no- 
thing of their children being believers, or 
forming churches, or obſerving the Lord's 
day, or celebrating the Lord's Supper, 


As to this rite, there was nothing, it 
may be obſerved, in the firſt inſtitution, that 
pointed 
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12 A 8hort Eſſay 

pointed beyond he preſent time, and the 
perſons then preſent ; or at fartheſt, only 
to ſach as were in like circumſtances with 
them; i. e. their Chriſtian brethren of the 
Jewiſh nation, and in the land of Judea“. 
But it appears from ſome places in the Acts, 
and from 1 Cor. xi. that it was obſerved by 
thoſe who afterwards came over to the 
Chriſtian faith, and who lived in countries 
remote from Judea. Yet had it not been 


for the abuſes of this ordinance that crept 


into the church at Corinth, which called 


for the Apoſtles animadverſions and correc- 


tions, we ſhould have had no evidence of its 


being deſigned to bind the poſterity of con- 


verts and believers through all ages. From 
thoſe animadverſions we learn, that as Paul 
was not preſent at the firſt appointment of 
this rite, he was inſtructed in its nature by 
an expreſs and peculiar revelation. from-the 
Lord Chriſt, Can a more convincing proof 


af the legiſlator's intention, concerning the 


perpetual and univerſe obſervance of this or- 
| dinance, 


* See an ingentous paper on this idea in the Theo- 
logical Repoſitory, v. ii. p. 168. and as ingenious re- 


-plies to it, in the ſame volume, p. 255, &c, and 306, &. 


on Baptiſin. 13 
dinance, be wanted? Is it not from hence 
clear, that ſuch as only inferred, from its 
general nature, the obligation to celebrate 
the Lord's Supper in all countries and times, 
would have argued juſtly ; and that acting 
upon this principle, they would have acted 
rightly, and agreeably to the mind of 
_ Chriſt? | 


Why then, from the filence of the Acts 
en the point, are we to ſuppoſe, that the 
poſterity of Chriſtian converts ſhould not be 
baptiſed ? From the Epiſtles we learn, that 
Chriſtian churches were not only formed, 
but perpetuated, and were in exiſtence many 
years after the firſt forming of them. We 
do not certainly know, whether thoſe 
churches were kept up by an acceſſion of 
new converts, or by only the deſcendants of 
their firſt members ; moſt probably, after 
their firſt forming, they confiſted of both. 
But His we know, and FHs is remarkable; 
that theſe churches were generally addreſſed 
and exhorted, as conſiſting wholly of bap- 
tiled members. The church at Rome is 
reckoned to have been planted about the 

rl year 


* 


1 


„ A Short Eſay 
year 4 3. and the E piſtle to it was written in 


the year 58; i. e. about 15 years afterwards, 
Thechurchat Coloſſe was plantedearlier than 


at Rome, and the Epiſtle to it written later 


than that to the Romans, Some of the 
reaſonings and exhortations in both theſe 
Epiſtles, ſuppoſe all to whom they were 
directed, whether the deſcendants of Chriſtian | 


parents or not, to have been baptiſed®, 


The ſame remark may be applied to the 


Epiſtles to the Galatians, and to Titus, and 


to the firſt Epiſtle of Peter. 


Thr ough the writers of the ſucceeding 
ages, ſimilar language on this ſubject is 


uniformly uſed. Barnabas ſpeaks ** of thoſe 


* who. believe in the croſs, as going down 
te into the water,” Clemens, 2d Epiſtle, 
ſpeaks of Chriſtians in general, keeping 
* their baptiſm pure and undefiled. Her- 
mes repreſents Baptiſm * as : neceſſary for 
« all Chriſtians, and condemns thoſe who 
* refuſe it as ſhutting themſelves out of the 

kingdom 


2 ws Doddridge s Family 1 vol. iv. on 


Rom. vi. 3. note (e), and vol. v. on Col. ii. 12. note 


(eh, and Gale's Sermons, val. ii. p. 202, 213. 


159 
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Barker on Baptiſm, p. 47, 48, 50, 65, & 66. 


on Baptiſm. 15 
« kingdom of God.” Juſtin Martyr, while 


oe relates the proceſs belonging to the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, aſſigns a reaſon for 


it, which, though it excludes infants, com- 
prehends both native Chriſtians and converts. 


It is this; © that religion ſhould be a work 


6 of choice, not of neceſſity, as was our 


e firſt birth.” Clemens, of Alexandria, 
anno 190, expreſsly talks of parents teach- 


ing their children the doctrines * and duties 
of Chriſtianity, previouſly to their being 
baptiſed. 


It appears, that in the times of Origen 


and Cyprian, as well as in thoſe of Juſtin 
Martyr, that none were admitted to the 


Lord's Supper but ſuch as had been baptiſed; 


ſo that this ordinance continued to be confi- 


dered as binding equally al who believed in 
Chriſt, | 


It hath been well obſerved by Dr. Prieſtly, 


e that we find no trace in eccle{aſtical hi- 


« ſtory, of its being thought, that the Bap- 
tiſm either of the maſter of a family, or his 
* houſchold, 
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| A Short Eſſay 
te houſehold, on their firſt profeſſion of 


« Chriſtianity, might ſuffice for their de- 
e ſcendants*;” and it may be added, that 


the idea of Baptiſm being intended only for 
converts from ſome. other religion, was not 


ſuggeſted, before Fauſtus Socinus, and other 


Poliſh Unitarians, advanced it. 


The diſtinction 8 converts and the 


deſcendants of converts, which, of late years, 


has been advanced and urged; ſeems to have 
no foundation in primitive antiquity, or in 


the New Teſtament. This is a law and a 


charter common to both. In the caſe before 
us, what faith this law and charter? HE 
te that believeth, and is baptiſed; ſhall. be 


« faved ; but he that believeth not ſhall be 


FE condemned :* Mark xvi. 16. Then 
« Peter ſaid unto them, repent and be bap- 


e tiſed, every one of you, in the name of 
„ Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins, 


and you ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 


* Ghoſt. For the promiſe i is to you, and 


46 to 
Hiſtory of the Conceptions of Chriſtianity, vol. ii. 
p. 77. and Lord King's Enquiry into the Conſtitution 


of the Primitive Church, part 2. ch. vi. §. 2. 


ww: Bop, ↄ op 
& to your children, and all that are afar off, 
cr EVEN AS MANY AS THE LORD OUR 
GOD SHALL CALL:” Acts ii. 3. 0 
5e ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus; for as many of you as 
<« have been baptiſed into Chriſt, have put 


„on Chriſt :” Gal iii. 25, 26. That 


he might ſanctify it, and cleanſe it with 
the waſhing of water, by his word:“ 
Eph. v. 26. The purifying of men is 
* aſcribed ſo much throughout the whole 
«© New Teſtament to the Word, i. e. the 
< preaching of the Goſpel, and Baptiſm, that 
< there needs little to be ſaid in proof of it,” 
obſerves Mr. Locke. According to his 
% mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of re- 
« generation and renewing of the Holy 
« Ghoſt:” Tit. iii. 5. * The like figure 
« whereunto Baptiſm alſo doth now fave us, 
(not the putting away the filth of the 
* fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience 

0 towards ns by the refurrectio of Jeſus 


On the review of theſe paſſages, it may 


be well aſked; ſuppoling that Baptiſm was 


C | meant 


18 A Short Efjay 
meant to bind not only all ages, but all 
convinced of the divine authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and deſirous of-ſecuring the benefits 


derived from his character, could terms 


more unlimited, of more. univerſal extent, 
be found, without deſcending into an enu- 
meration of every caſe and condition to which 
it ſhould reach ? But this would not be con- 
ſonant to the uſual ſtyle of the New Teſta- 
ment: for its injunctions, its declarations 
of favour, and the conditions it enacts, are 


always expreſſed in ſuch general terms as 
will comprehend, without ſpecifying, any 


deſcription of people whatever. We rea- 
ſonably conſider the deſcendants of converts, 
and not only converts themſelves, as needing 
falvation, and called upon to believe. In 
paſſages where Baptiſm alſo, without any 


reſtriction, is mentioned with faith and ſal- 


vation, by what rules of interpretation ſhall 

the former be conſidered as of leſs extent 
than the latter? It ſeems very arbitrary to 
limit that while theſe are regarded as of 
_ univerſal obligation. 


None 


on Baptiſm. _ bo 
None will diſpute, that in the times of 
Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles, the ordinance 
of Baptiſm formed a part of righteouſneſs, 
which it became the men of that generation, 
who were brought over to the Chriſtian faith, 
to fulfil. For it was, on the one hand, the 
requirement of heaven; and, on the other, 
a devout acknowledgement of the authority 
of Chriſt. This general idea of the import 
of Baptiſm, carries in it an obligation to 
obſerve it, comprehenſive of all deſcriptions. 
of perſons ; whether they were in early life 
inſtructed in the Chriſtian faith, or utter 
| ſtrangers to it. Though it be granted, that 
a ſubmiſſion to it by converts from another 
religion hath a meaning not applicable to 
the caſe of their deſcendants ; yet, in each 
caſe, a general idea, common to both, is 
expreſſed. 5 


To this conſideration be it added, that 
our Lord's example and reaſoning, in the 
inſtance of his receiving Baptiſm from the 
miniſtry of John, inſtructs us; that a po- 


ſitive law may, and ought to, be obſerved 


by thoſe who cannot do it with every view 
G 2 for 
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for which it was appointed, provided their 
ſituation doth not exclude ſome great and 
leading deſign of it. The Baptiſm of John 
was the Baptiſm of repentance,” yet the 
holy ſon of God obeyed it; becauſe he 
thereby paid a reverence to the authority of 
God, acting by John. So the Baptiſm of 
Chriſt, though, as implying the renun- 
ciation of former religious principles, it 


would not be ſuitable to the circumſtances 


of ſuch as have grown up in the habits of 
a Chriſtian profeſſion, yet as an avowal of 


the authority given to Jeſus Chriſt binds 
ſuch. | 


We are not furniſhed with authorities by 
which to apply this general reaſoning to 
particular perſons, except it be in the hi- 
ſtory of Timothy. The Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 
vi. 12. reminds this Evangelift of * the 
* g00d profeſſion he had profeſſed before 
% many witneſſes. This is a plain indi- 


cation of his having been baptiſed : for to 


what profeſſion doth it more probably refer 
than to the confeſſion with the mouth made 


at that time, according to the inſtance of 


the 


N 


hs 0 ; 

3 „„ on Baptiſm. 21 
the Eunuch. For there is not, throughout 
8: the whole New Teſtament, nor in the an- 


tient times of ecclefiaſtical hiſtory, one in- 
ſtance of any one making a confeſſion of his | 
, faith to qualify himſelf for ordination, if 
5 he had been before a e diſciple of 
Chriſtx. 
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4 1 this be admitted as a proof of Timothy's 
being baptiſed on a perſonal profeſſion of faith 
in Chriſt, we have then an inſtance of the 
ſon of a believing parent being baptiſed ; not 
when his parent became a Chriſtian, but 
afterwards ; for it is expreſsly ſaid, 2 Tim. 
1. 5. that the unfeigned faith which he diſ- 
covered, dwelt i in his grandmother Lois, 
and his mother Eunice. From whom, there 
can ſcarcely be a doubt, after their own con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity, he received inſtruo- 
* tion in the goſpel, as they had ſo piouſly 
and diligently led him, from his earlieſt years, 
k into an acquaintance with the Scripte of 
the Old Teſtament. 


8 On 


* Poli. Synopſis et Brennium in loc. and Burroughs 


Sermons, P- 377 
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On a review of the preceding remarks, it 
may be aſked, whether we have not all the 
grounds that the nature of the caſe admits, 


on which to juſtify the adminiſtration of 


Baptiſm; on which to argue the obligations 


of it, with reſpect to thoſe who have been 


educated in the Chriſtian profeſſion; or, 


according to the Apoſtle's ſtyle, have been 


brought up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord? Have we not the ſame grounds 
upon which we act with reſpect to all the 


requirements of the goſpel, namely, the pro- 


priety and nature of the thing? Have we 
not the ſame grounds upon which we act 
with reſpect to the Lord's Supper in parti- 


ticular? Though it be ſaid of this inſtitution, 


that it is meant to ſhew forth the Lord's 


death till he comes, the command to ob- 
ſerve it is only general, and is not expreſsly 


directed to the deſcendants of Chriſtians. 


Some, perhaps, will urge, that this is to 


found a poſitive inſtitution, not upon pre- 
cepts or precedents, but upon inference and 
deduction ; the fame objection, the ſame 
error in reaſoning, they will add, with 

| which 
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which the argument for the ſprinkling of 
infants may be charged. 


May it not be replied, that inference is a 
juſt mode of arguing with reſpect to a point 
of duty, where there is not in the original 
injunction a marked appropriation to one de- 


ſcription of men, or to particular circum- 


ſtances and age. It is, as hath been ob- 
ſerved, a generally adopted mode of applying 
any, and every part of Chriſtianity, as far 
as it. is a general ſcheme of duty and grace, 
to men of all ages and deſcriptions. If we 
argue, that believers, in every age, ſhould 
be baptiſed into the name of Chriſt, we do 
it on this principle: that, in the firſt age, 
believers thus put on iſt, without any 
regard to their former religious profeſſion, 
We argue the continual obligation, the per- 
petual uſe of the rite, where only there is a 
general and leading ſimilitude of circum- 
ſtances. | 


But with reſpect to the ſprinkling of in- 
fants, it may be alledged, that inferences 


are employed to juſtify a ae, or, at leaſt, 
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another and different rite ; new and different 


in z7ſelf, ſprinkling inſtead of immerſion— 


new and different as to the /ubje&? ; infants 
inſtead of accountable agents ;—new and 
different as to the objeft and degn, the vow 
of parents inſtead of the confeſſion of the 
party himſelf. It may be aſked, is not this 
making an ordinance, inſtead of applying the 


fame rite to the fame original and primary 


view ? Juſt as if the Jews, on the authority 


ef the law to circumciſe the male-infants, 


had, on their own inference and deduction, 
circumciſed the females, | 


Should it be ſaid, that our Lord's com- 


mand to waſh one another's feet, ſupported 


by his own example—the injunction of James 
to anoint the ſick and the kiſs of charity, 
are, upon the ſame principles, equally per- 


petual and obligatory. The objection would 


be concluſive, were not theſe practices found- 


ed on local and temporary injunctions, arifing 


rom temporary circumſtances. 


As to the firſt, the imperfect manner in 
which the people of that age and country 
| | were 
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on Baptiſm. 29 
were ſhod, made the waſhing of the feet an 


_ expedient and neceffary refreſhment after a 


journey. The rite never gained ground in 
the Chriſtian church ; and the manners of 
our times ſuperſede it. 


The anointing of the ſick was a circum- 
ſtance peculiar to the age of miracles. 


1 kiſs of charity ſeems to have ariſen 


from the ſalutations uſual in thoſe times, at 


the meeting of friends, which the Apoſtle 
exhorts ſhould be tendered with ſincerity and 


affection. The precepts relative to it, are 
not ſo much injunctions of the ceremony, as 


directions concerning the femper of mind 
with which it ſhould be practiſed. When, 
through the varying cuſtoms of times and 
countries, this ſocial ceremony was laid afide, 
the precepts concerning it do not longer 
bind ; except, in general, as to the temper 
and diſpoſitions with which any token of 


affection, or mode of falutation, ſhould be 
uſed. 


The 


= A Short Eſſay 

The precepts and precedents that relate to 
Baptiſm have indeed a very different aſpect. 
They are frequent and numerous; repeated 
under a great variety of circumſtances, and 
with circumſtances of much ſolemnity and 
weight. When our Lord was about to 
withdraw from our world, the law of Bap- 


tiſm was one of the laſt points on which he 
inſtructed his Apoſtles. 


Should it be ſuppoſed, that before this; 
it was uſed only in compliance with the cuſ- 


toms and temper of the Jews, among whom 


there prevailed a multitude of waſhings from 
legal impurities. Yet, after the reſurrection, 
it wore a different appearance and importance: 


when he gave orders that it ſhould be prac- 


tiſed among a/l nations, and extended to 4 
converts; and built theſe injunctions on a 
ſolemn declaration of his own authority in 
heaven and earth*, It muſt ceaſe to be 


looked upon as a Jewiſh rite, taken up in 


indulgence 

* Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, Some, indeed, conceive 
that the Baptiſm of the Spirit, or of inſlruction, and 
not that of water, is here enjoined : not to ſay, that 


this explanation of the command is harſh and far 


fetched; 


B . 
indulgence to the cuſtoms of that nation, 
when it was incorporated with the religion 
of Chriſt, and became an univerſal and 
ſtanding order of his religion. There is, 
indeed, nothing of a ritual nature fo often 
mentioned in the New Teſtament, of which 
there are ſo many precedents and inſtances ; 
and on which ſo many practical arguments 
and exhortations are founded. _ 


With what propriety can the ſuppoſition 
of its being borrowed from Jewiſh cuſtoms, 
and adapted to Jewith prejudices, be con- 
ſidered as depreciating the importance or 
obligation of Baptiſm ? For, as the Chriſtian 
 lawgiver has ſeen fit to adopt it, it is become 
his inſtitution. The wiſdom and conde- 
ſcenſion which might lead him to adopt this 
rite, in compliance with Jewiſh cuſtoms and 
prejudices, do not weaken his authority in 
enjoining it; eſpecially, when by his ap- 
pointment it is transferred to another pur- 

pole, 
fetched ; it is a ſufficient refutation of it, that the 
Apgſtles did not underſtand it thus: for acting upon this 
_ commiſſion, beſides inſtruction and the imparting of tie 
Spirit, they baptiſed with water. 
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poſe, to a purpoſe more expreſſive of a pe- 

culiar ſentiment of mind, of reſpect to his 

character; being not only, in general, an 

emblem of purity, but of perſonal faith in 
his character, and ſubjection to it. 


It has, I am ſenſible, been thought, that 
even in the New Teſtament itſelf there are 
paſſages which tend to lower our ideas of its 
importance and obligation. It may be faid, 
we do not learn from the New Teſtament, 
that even the Apoſtles were baptiſed: but 
the Baptiſm of Paul ſupplies a remarkable 
exception to this, and leaves it extremely 
improbable that the reſt were not baptiſed. 
The filence of the New Teſtament here fur- 
niſhes no proof to the contrary; for we $ 

| ſhould not have known from its hiſtory that = 
Criſpus was baptiſed, had not the Apoſtle = 
incidentally aſſerted it in his reaſonings with 
the Corinthians : 1 Cor. i. 14. In the 
Acts, we have an account of his converſion 
and faith only. 


Should it * obſerved, that Chriſt himſelf 
did not baptiſe; and that Paul ſays, he was 
„„ 
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not ſent to baptiſe, but to preach : the an- 
ſwer is ready. If the diſciples of Chriſt bap- 


tiſed under his direction, the practice hath 


the ſame authority, as if it had been per- 
formed by himſelf. As to the declaration 


of Paul, it can mean no more than that to 


preach was the principal thing he was to do 
in perſon. To baptiſe, he appointed others 


under him. For, from his own pen, we 


learn, that ſometimes he himſelf admini- 
ſtered this N 


Againſt ſuch a may be ſet the 
conduct of Peter, in the caſe of Cornelius 
and his houſe: For it is juſtly to be con- 
* cluded, from his propoſing that this de- 
* yout man, and the company with him, 
* ſhould be baptiſed; that this was part of 
5 the commiſſion he received with reſpect 
* to him, and of thoſe words he was to 
* ſpeak to him, whereby he and all his 
* houſe ſhould be ſaved. Had the ſenti- 
* ments and conduct of Peter, concerning 
„this rite, been the ſame with that of 
many miniſters, and others, in our day, 
oh he would not have commanded him to be 

« baptiſed, 
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« baptiſed, to be ſaved, believing that his 
having received the ſpirit, was a juſt 
ground on which to depend. for the ob- 
« taining it*,” 


It hath ſome weight in this argument, 
that this Apoſtle, in his exhortation to mu- 
tual affection, has given to Baptiſm a place 
of dignity : Eph. iv. 1. &c. It has here 
the appearance of being interwoven with the 
eſſentials of Chriſtianity ; or the importance 
of being applied to the beſt moral purpoſes. 


Should it be urged ; that, if our Lord 
intended that this ordinance ſhould extend 
to the deſcendants of Chriſtian parents, it 
might have been expected, that the time, 
or period of Iiſe, for ſubmitting to it, would 
have been fixed? The reply is; that no 
time could be fixed upon, by command, 
conſiſtently with the nature and deſign of 
the act. It is a voluntary avowal of faith in 
Chriſt; it muſt, therefore, equally, with 
the ſentiment which it is deſigned to expreſs, 

* An Eſſay upon the Scripture Account of the Effi- 
cacy of Baptiſm, p. 18. 


or , 
be left to ariſe from conviction, and from 
the ſpontaneous emotion of the mind. The 
time of this will depend upon the different 
degrees of information men enjoy, upon the 
different diſpoſitions of their minds with re- 
ſpe& to God, and the things of his king- 
dom, upon the nature of their education, 
and the various circumſtances that have an 
influence upon the judgement and the heart. 
To fix the time and period of life by law, 


would be an attempt to produce a volun- 


& tary affection, by the authority of a poſi- 
* tive. command; which would be to pub- 
« liſh a law evidently deſtructive of its own 
* end.” It would be a command, declaring 
when men ſhould begin to believe. 


Where education has been piouſly and 
rightly conducted: where the mind is en- 
lightened, well-diſpoſed and ſerious, it is 
to be ſuppoſed, that an early period will be 
choſen to form, to expreſs, and to fix the 
ſentiments of faith. For, as a valuable 
writer remarks, contempt (and a long con- 
tinued neglect is nearly allied to a contempt) 
"y of poſitive duties, or rather of thoſe duties 

e 


32 A Short Eſſay, Ge. 

e for which the reaſon is not ſo plain as 
* the command, indicates a diſpoſition upon 
* which the authority of revelation hath 
* obtained little influence“. . 


* Paley's Moral and Political Philoſophy, p. 299. 
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NOTES and ILLUSTRATIONS, 


Page 1, line 5. A new Idea concerning Baptiſm.) Such 
as have only doubts concerning the divine authority of 
infant Baptiſm, or have been accuſtomed to conſider it 
as unauthoriſed by the Scriptures, are often more apt to 
fall into the ſentiment to which we here refer, than to 
adopt that view of Baptiſm which it is the deſign of 
this Eſſay to eſtabliſh. This notion is the opinion of a 
| {ſmall part of the Chriſtian world; and the minds of 
ſome revolt from a praQtical compliance with it, as a 
kind of tacit intimation that they themſelves, hitherto, 
have not been Chriſtians. But men of candor and 
good ſenſe, ſhould diveſt themſelves of ſuch prejudices 3 
they well know that popularity is no teſt of truth--= 
that the time was when the Chriſtians were a ſeQ every 
where ſpoken againſt ; and that though their profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity ſhould have been unequivocal, yet if in 
any reſpect it hath not been ſo complete and full as the 
Goſpel requires it to be, it will be no reflexion on their 
wiſdom and piety, to make up what has been lacking in 
the expreſſions of their reverence to the character and 
authority of Chriſt. 


Page 10, line 12. His own deed, and not only involved 
in that of his parents. ] This reaſoning applies with pe- 
culiar propriety and force to the rite of Baptiſm ; with 
greater force than to the. Lord's Supper : becauſe it is 
accompanied with a verbal confeſſion of faith in Chriſt z 

8 D and 
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and the ſentiments of the baptiſed are not left to be de- 


duced from a virtual conſtruction of an outward action, 
but are ned declared with the mouth. 


. 12, lice 14. We ſhould have no evidence, we. 


The reader will eaſily perceive, that h:forical evidence 
is meant; or that we ſhould have no inſtance of a fact 


in point. The arguments derived from the deſign and 
utility of the Lord's Supper are of a different kind, and 
juſt and concluſive in themſslves, though they are cor- 


| roborated by the evidence of hiſtory. The want of this 


evidence, from the New Teſtament, in favour of infant 
Baptiſm, is a very material defect in the argument for 


that. practice: becauſe the practice, if it exiſted at all, 
muſt have continually recurred in connexion with thoſe 


facts which the hiſtories of the Goſpels, and of the Acts, 
record; and becauſe, to ſay the leaſt, the application 


of Baptiſm to infants, doth not naturally and obviouſly 
ariſe from that primary idea of the deſign of the rite, - 


which is ſuggeſted by voy paſſage relative to it in the 
Scriptures. 


a candor which doth him honour, in the pgſiſcript to his 


previous queſtion, quotes this writer, as faying : © To 
« which, 7. e. the Euchariſt, none are admitted but 
ho believe our doctrine to be true, have been waſhed 
< in the laver of regeneration for the remiſſion of ſins, 
< and live as Chriſt has taught. As many as, being 


d Convinced, do believe the things we teach and pro- 


wi _ to live according to * after prayer and 
. « faſting, 
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oy faſting, are led by us to the water, and are rege- 
« nerated after the ſame manner as we alſo were.” 


Page 16, line 6, 7. Fauſtus Socinus, c.] It may 
appear to indicate either an ignorance of what has been 
written on the ſubje& of this Eſſay, or a diſreſpectful 
neglect of an excellent man and a valuable writer, if no 


Notice be taken of Mr. Emlyn' s previous queſtion ; Viz. 


Whether there be any neceſſity for the continual uſe of Baptiſm 
among the poſterity of bapt; ed Chriſtians? Now, not ta 
ſay that this piece was publiſhed before the queſtion con- 
cerning proſelyte Baptiſm had been diſcuſſed by Dr. 
Gale, in his reply to Dr. Wale, and in his ſermons, 


vol. ii: it proceeds on a principle about which the New 


Teſtament is quite ſilent ; and the author of this Eſſay 
muſt confeſs, that he has not ſeen any ſolid proof of the 


exiſtence of ſuch a practice among the Jews, either 


before or near the times of Chriſt, Tt appears to him, 
that for this and other reaſons, in inveſtigating the 


nature and obligations of an inſtitution a 1, this 


Jewiſh cuſtom is entirely out of the queſtion. The 


argument concerning its antiquity, has been fully and 


candidly diſcuſſed by Dr. Gill, in a Diſſertation con- 
cerning the Baptiſm of Jewiſh Proſelytes, 1771 : printed 
for Keith, It is ſufficient, for the preſent, to adopt the 
words of Dr. Lardner; «I pay no regard to what the 
later Jewiſh Rabbins ſay, of the method of initiating 
« proſclytes by circumciſion, baptiſm, and facrifice ; 
« who have made void not only the moral (with which 
* our Lord often charges them, as Matt. xv. 1, g. 
Mark vii. 1, 13. and other places), but alſo the 
oy * ritual part of the law of God, Indeed, they had 
| D 2 « corrupred 


36 Nr ans 
« corrupted the Moſaic ritual, by numberleſs additions, 
« before the coming of our Saviour, as appears from the 
„ text of St. Mark we referred to; nor have they 
cc ceaſed to do the like fince.” | 
Remarks upon the late Dr. Ward's Diſſertations, 
p. I09, 110. 


Another learned wri ter has lately advanced and ſup- 


ported the ſentiment which Mr. Emlyn brought forward 


only as a problem, apparently without any knowledge of 
Mr. Emlyn's piece, and has argued the point on dif- 
ferent principles. The tract to which I refer, is en- 
titled, 4 Plain and Short Account of the Nature of Bap- 
tiſn, according to the New Teſtament, by Gilbert Wake- 
field, B. 4. The author of the preceding Eſſay con- 
ceives, that moſt of Mr. Wakefield's arguments are 
obviated there, though not directly replied to. The 


argument which Mr. Wakefield conſiders as a plain 


and direct DEMONSTRATION of the point that he en- 
deavours to prove, is drawn from 1 Cor. vii. 12, 15, 
Mr. W. concludes from this paſſage, that * if one of 
& the parents of any child, and MUCH MORE if Born 
« its parents be in a ſtate of holineſs, or in the profeſſion 
& of Chriſtianity, that child is a Chriſtian, or haly in the 
« ſight of Gop, and entitled to all the privileges of the 
« religion of JEsUs CHRIST, WITHOUT Baptiſm.” 
On this argument it may be obſerved not only, that it 


admits a diſpute, whether the ſenſe which Mr. Wake 


held puts on the term holy, be juſt ; but, that the paſ- 
ſage does not ſpeak of Baptiſm, and that whatever con- 
cluſion is drawn from it with reſpect to the off5pring 
where one of the parents is a þeliever, the ſame holds 
| allo with . to the unhelieving parent, who is ex- 


preſsly 
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preſsly ſaid to be ſan#ified, or made holy by the Chriſtian 
partner. Some, perhaps, will be ready to ſmile to ſee 
a paſſage, which is often and warmly urged, to prove 


the right of the children of Chriſtian parents to Baptiſm, 
alledged as a DEMONSTRATION that it is IMPROPERLY 
practiſed on ſuch, | | 


Page 21, line 15. The unfeigned faith which be diſco= 
vered, dwelt FIRST in his grandmother Lois, and his 


mother Eunice.] Lois and Eunice were Jeweſſes, of 


<©/the poſterity of Jacob. When the Goſpel revelation 
<« was propoſed to them, they received it as the mind of 
„God, and profeſſed it. This is the unfeigned faith 
ce that firſt dwelt in them; and Timothy was to be com- 
© mended for following them therein.” Lardner's Ser- 
mons, vol. i. p. 174. 57; hic genus fidei ſignificat, 
i. e. fidem Chriſtianam : fœminæ ergo iſtz ex primis 
Chriſtianis fuere. Grotius apud Poli Synop. Though 
the caſe of Timothy be not admitted as a complete ex- 


ample of the children born of Chriſtian parents, being 
baptiſed at adult age; yet, it is an inſtance and proof, 


that the Baptiſm of the child, or of the family, was not 


neceſſarily connected with that of the parent, or head; 
nor grounded on his or her faith, as hath been concluded 


from the caſe of Lydia's-and others' houſeholds. 


Page 34, line 16. It would be a command, declaring 
when men ſhould begin to believe.) Though the time of 


making this profeſſion of Chriſtianity muſt of courſe be 


left to the choice of each, yet the delay of it muſt be 
culpable ; and the author wiſhes that he could engage 


to this conſideration, the ſerious attention of ſuch, who, 


D3 | though 
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though convinced of the extent and obligation of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, have not yet complied with this or- 
dinance. It betrays great indifference, if not a wilful 
diſreſpect, to the divine authority, to poſtpone our obe- 
dience to any of its requirements. This delay cannot 
but have an unhappy influence on the general temper of 
the mind, by ſtrengthening a reluctance to the duty en- 
joined, and by cheriſhing a prevailing coldneſs and pro- 
craſtination with reſpect to our moſt important intereſts. 
It is alſo of particular ill conſequence with regard to 
this inſtitution, having a tendency to beget in the minds 
of others an apprehenſion that we deem it of no conſe- 
quence, conſequently to depretiate it in their eſtimation. 
Tt giveth a countenance to the notion of ſuch as are 
ready to look upon it as ſuperſeded by a man's having 
worn, for a length of time, the Chriſtian name, with- 
out being baptiſed ; till it is conſidered as abſurd, in the 
middle or decline of life, te perform an act of initiation 


into the kingdom of Chriſt; which, in the beginning of 
life, or in an early period of our rational powers, would 
have carried an evident propriety and beauty in it. 
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